ISSN 0972- 1800

VOLUME 26 (1) QUARTERLY March, 2024

Date of Publication: 11™ April, 2024



BIONOTES

A Quarterly Newsletter for Research Notes and News
On Any Aspect Related to Life Forms

Founder
Late Dr. R. K. Varshney, Aligarh, India

Board of Editors

Peter Smetacek, Butterfly Research Centre,
Bhimtal, India petersmetacek@gmail.com

V.V. Ramamurthy, New Delhi, India
vvrento@gmail.com

Zdenek F. Fric, Biology Centre, Czech Academy of
Sciences, Institute of Entomology, Branisovska 31,
CZ-37005 Ceske Budejovice, Czech Republic.
fric@entu.cas.cz.

Stefan Naumann, Berlin, Germany
sn@saturniidae.com

Jatishwor Irungbam, Institute of
Microbiology, CAS, Centrum
ALGATECH , Novohradska 237 -
Opatovicky mlyn 379 01 Tiebon,
Czech Republic
jatishworirungbam@gmail.com

Devanshu Gupta, Zoological Survey of India,
Kolkata, India devanshuguptagh4102@gmail.com

Publication Policy
Information, statements, or findings published
are the views of its author/ source only.

Manuscripts
Please E-mail to editorbionotes@gmail.com

Guidelines for Authors

BIONOTE publishes short notes on any aspect
of biology. Usually, submissions are reviewed
by one or two reviewers.

Kindly submit a manuscript after studying the
format used in this journal
(http://www.entosocindia.org/).

The editor reserves the right to reject articles
that do not adhere to our format. Please provide
a contact telephone number. Authors will be
provided with a pdf file of their publication.

Address for Correspondence

Butterfly Research  Centre,  Bhimtal,
Uttarakhand 263 136, India. Phone: +91
8938896403.

Email: editorbionotes@gmail.com

From Volume 21

Published by the Entomological Society of India (ESI), New Delhi (Nodal Officer:
V.V. Ramamurthy, ESI, New Delhi)

And

Butterfly Research Centre, Bhimtal
Executive Editor: Peter Smetacek
Assistant Editor: Bandana Subedi
Butterfly Research Trust, Bhimtal

Cover Photo: Ceryx Hyalina

© Peter Smetacek


mailto:petersmetacek@gmail.com
mailto:vvrento@gmail.com
mailto:fric@entu.cas.cz
mailto:sn@saturniidae.com
mailto:devanshuguptagb4102@gmail.com
mailto:editorbionotes@gmail.com
http://www.entosocindia.org/
mailto:editorbionotes@gmail.com

Volume 26 (1) BIONOTES

CONTENTS
DISTRIBUTIONAL REPORT OF GOMPHIDIA T-NIGRUM SELYS, 1854 (INSECTA:
ODONATA) ALONG WITH ITS FIRST RECORD FROM WEST BENGAL, INDIA by
Aniruddha Singhamahapatra & Amar Kumar Nayak ...........cccocveieiiiiiineiiieeceee e 1

DIVERSITY OF MANTIDS (MANTODEA: INSECTA) IN AND AROUND SELOO CITY,
MAHARASHTRA, WITH A SYNOPSIS OF THE RECORDED MANTID FAUNA OF THE
VIDARBHA REGION IN INDIA by Ashish Diliprao Tiple, Rahul Babanrao Bhende, Karuna
Premdas Ganvir & Shrikant Shantaram Jadhav .............cccceeveiiiiiiii e 4

CONFIRMATION OF CONTINUED PRESENCE OF THE PAINTED COURTESAN
BUTTERFLY EURIPUS  CONSIMILIS WESTWOOD, 1850 (LEPIDOPTERA:
NYMPHALIDAE) IN DEHRA DUN, UTTARAKHAND by Tejaswini Pramod Mankar ........ 18

PASIPHILA  PALPATA (WALKER, 1862) (LEPIDOPTERA: GEOMETRIDAE:
LARENTIINAE) FEEDS ON FLOWERS OF RHODODENDRON ARBOREUM IN THE
LARVAL STAGE by Ambica Agnihotri & Peter Smetacek..........cocvrvverireivrnieneinieenee e 20

GEOMETRIDAE (ENNOMINAE) LEPIDOPTERA FROM MIZORAM, INDIA, PART-II by
B. Lalnghahpuii, Lalruatthara Hmar & Esther Lahmingliani ..........ccccocoeviviinnineincieneee 26

FIRST RECORD OF PONTIA DAPLIDICE MOOREI ROBER, 1907 (LEPIDOPTERA:
PIERIDAE) FROM BIHAR, INDIA by Mohammad Danish Masroor, Zakkia Masrror &
Siddhnath Prasad Yadav “DEEN” .........coiiiiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt e e ebaree e s e s s sbabae e e e e s saaares 38

NEW DISTRIBUTION RANGE FOR TRYPANOPHORA SEMIHYALINA KOLLAR, [1844]
(INSECTA: LEPIDOPTERA: ZYGAENIDAE: CHALCOSINAE) FROM MAHARASHTRA,
INDIA by ShubhalaXmi VaYIUre ..........cccoiiiiieree s 40

FIRST RECORD OF CERYX HYALINA (MOORE, 1879) (LEPIDOPTERA: EREBIDAE)
FROM THE WEST HIMALAYA by Peter SMEtacek ..........ccccvvirieriiiiiieireeneeeeese e 42

BUTTERFLY (LEPIDOPTERA: RHOPALOCERA) FAUNA OF PENCH TIGER RESERVE,
NAGPUR, MAHARASHTRA, CENTRAL INDIA by Ashish Diliprao Tiple & Atul Rambhau

BUTTERFLIES WITH THE WESTERNMOST KNOWN GLOBAL DISTRIBUTION IN
NAINITAL DISTRICT, UTTARAKHAND (PAPILIONIDAE & PIERIDAE) by Bharati &
o (T Y 111 £ 102=] SRR 61

CAMPYLOTES SPLENDIDA ELWES, 1890 (LEPIDOPTERA: ZYGAENIDAE) — FIRST
DOCUMENTATION FROM ARUNACHAL PRADESH, INDIA by Vinay Kumar Sahani &
Monish Kumar Thapa..........o.ooii e 67



Volume 26 (1)

BIONOTES

PASIPHILA PALPATA (WALKER, 1862) (LEPIDOPTERA:
GEOMETRIDAE: LARENTIINAE) FEEDS ON FLOWERS OF
RHODODENDRON ARBOREUM IN THE LARVAL STAGE
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Pasiphila palpata (Walker, 1862) is a
widespread Geometrid moth, recorded
from northern India, southern India, Sri
Lanka (Hampson, 1895), to western China,
Taiwan, Java and Borneo (Holloway,
1997). Holloway (1997) noted in the
generic account of Pasiphila Meyrick,
1883 that the larvae of European species
feed on the flower of shrubs in Rosaceae
and Ericaceae in Britain and Japan, where
Theaceae are also involved, with a record
of Pasiphyla viridescens (Warren, 1895)
feeding on Rhododendron (Ericaceae) in
New Guinea.

On January 1, 2024, the second author
noted that Rhododendron arboreum was
flowering near Gagar, Nainital district,
Uttarakhand at around 2200 m elevation.
On January 3, 2024, both authors visited
the flowering trees and collected some
flowers for analysis. Some of the flowers
contained greenish larvae which were bred
(Figures 1-7).

The 3 larvae discovered fed on the petals
of Rhododendron flowers, with only one
stamen of one floret being presumably
eaten by them, since that floret did not

20

contain the usual number of stamens when
examined.

The larvae were of different sizes when
found and pupated on 14.i.2024 x 2 and
16.i.2024 x 1.

The pupae were initially green (Figure 8)
but later turned brownish. The pupae were
not attached to any surface and
presumably the larvae would burrow under
the soil to pupate. Three moths emerged
around  14.ii.2024  (exact date of
emergence was not recorded because it
was not expected that they would emerge
so soon in the cold weather) (Figure 9).

Specimens figured in Figure 9 are
deposited in the collection of the Butterfly
Research Centre, Bhimtal, Uttarakhand.

Remarks: The moth has been recorded
from Dharamsala (1457 m), the Nilgiris
and Sri Lanka (Hampson, 1895) which are
known localities for R. arboreum.
Similarly, it has been reported in Nepal
from Godavari (1600 m) and Basantapur
(2200 m), also with R. arboreum trees
(YYazaki, 1995). The present record is also
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from Rhododendron flowers. Although the
larval hostplant of P. palpata was not
reported earlier, it seems likely that it is
restricted to habitats with R. arboreum in
India, Nepal and Sri Lanka.

In the Himalaya, R. arboreum grows at
altitudes where winter snow is a regular
phenomenon; however, there is no snow in
southern India and Sri Lanka, although the
tree grows on the highest mountains in
those areas.

It was reported by Yazaki (1995) as on the
wing in March and April in Nepal, which
coincides with the flowering of R.
arboreum. The present record was from a
remarkably early flowering tree of R.
arboreum. Three flowers were collected,
and three larvae were found, one in each
flower, but only one floret of each flower
was infected. Therefore, infestation is
relatively high. It is not known if there are
later generations of the moth during the
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year, but it seems unlikely, since R.
arboreum only flowers from December to
June in the Himalaya (Osmaston, 1927).
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Fig 1: Rhododendron arboreum flower, with larva on extreme right.
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Figure 2 & 3. Dorsal and lateral view of mature larva 1

Figure 4 & 5. Dorsal and lateral view of larva 2
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Figure 6 & 7. Dorsal and ventral view of larva 3.

Figure 8. Pupa.
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Figure 9. Adult P. palpata that emerged from the larvae

25



